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Monday 2-15-21 
8:00am Sr. Edwardine  

rq by Sister of Mercy 

Tuesday 2-16-21 
8:00am    Thomas Menture  

rq by Gina Terrcciano 

Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday 2-17-21
8:00am Helen O’Donnell 

rq by Loving sister Pat 
3:00pm  Ash Wednesday Service 

7:00pm Mr. & Mrs. Corvasce 
rq by Loving Family  

Thursday 2-18-21  
8:00am James D. Fitzgerald 

rq by Tara, John, Casey & Family 

Friday 2-19-21 
9:00am  Alice Barry 

rq by The Deegan Family 

Saturday 2-20-21 
5:00pm Mary Magee 

rq by Loving Family 
Barbara Spitzfaden 
rq by Susan & Patrick Trollen 

Sunday 2-21-21 
8:00am Katherine Arnold 

rq by Joan Bonner    

10:30am    Tonia Casino 
rq by Loving Family 

6:00pm  Alice Barry  
rq by Kate & Girls 

THE SANCTUARY LAMP 

The Sanctuary Lamp is available for special 
intentions.  The Lamp burns weekly for deceased 
members of a family or requests for a special 
intention.  The donation is $20.  Please call the 
Rectory for further information.. This week’s 

Sanctuary Lamp burns for      
Mathew King 

 rq by Loving Family 

PARISH LIFE

Masses Mon - Fri 8A, Sat 5P, Sun 9A. 
Office Hours Mon - Fri 9A - 1P. 
Church Hours Mon - Fri 8:30A - 12P. 
Confessions Sat 1P - 2P inside the church 
sacristy.   
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 14, 2021

SUN 2/14 Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [7]/1 Cor 10:31—11:1/Mk 
1:40-45 

MON 2/15 Gn 4:1-15, 25/Ps 50:1 and 8, 16bc-17, 20-21 [14a]/Mk 8:11-13

TUE 2/16 Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Ps 29:1a and 2, 3ac-4, 3b and 9c-10 [11b]/
Mk 8:14-21

WED 2/17 Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 17 [cf. 3a]/2 Cor 
5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

THR 2/18 Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Ps 40:5a]/Lk 9:22-25

FRI 2/19 Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19 [19b]/Mt 9:14-15

SAT 2/20 Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [11ab]/Lk 5:27-32

SUN 2/21 Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15
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LIVE THE LITURGY  
Inspiration for the week 
Everybody has a place at the table, and nobody deserves to feel inferior, 
unworthy, unwanted, or marginalized. It is not part of God’s vision. Jesus 
came to heal, make things whole, set things right, and restore relationships. 
No one is to feel unwelcome or alienated from the community. Whether 
we like it or not, this message is at the core of the Gospel. It makes a lot 
of sense when you think about it. Perhaps this is why people kept coming 
from everywhere to listen to Jesus speak and to be in his presence. He 
made perfect sense. Most of us have no issue buying into this vision. We 
run into trouble, however, when we fall into the trap of privilege and power. 
We diverge from God’s vision when the powerful begin to control who is 
entitled to wholeness and inclusion, and greed becomes a driving force. 
Prejudice and entitlement have no place in the kingdom of God, and even 
the most needy and hurting among us are worthy of the compassion Jesus 
desires to offer. There are no easy solutions to the world’s dilemmas. But 
one thing is for certain, no one can be singled out, excluded or mistreated. 
Everyone matters.

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 14, 2021
Sunday: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time; World Marriage Day;  

Valentine’s Day
Monday: Presidents’ Day
Wednesday: Ash Wednesday
Next Sunday: 1st Sunday of Lent
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FIRST READING 
He shall dwell apart, making his abode 

outside the camp. (Lv 13:46)

PSALM
I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble,

    and you fill me with the joy of salvation. (Ps 32)

SECOND READING
Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do,

   do everything for the glory of God. (1 Cor 10:31)

GOSPEL
The leprosy left him immediately,  
and he was made clean. (Mk 1:42)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm 
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
The Church, as a voice of the Gospel, proclaims the sacredness of all human life. Everyone 
created by God is fashioned in God’s image and has Divine DNA at the center of their 
soul. God never leaves what God creates but always remains intimately bound to what he 
has given form. Everyone has a place and because they have received the gift of Divine 
Blessing, nobody deserves to feel inferior, unworthy, unwanted, unclean or marginalized. 
Even the most broken of souls has a place. We, the Body of Christ, have the privilege and 
responsibility to give voice to the voiceless. The cries of the little one in his or her mother’s 
womb are just as sacred as the cries of one who is homeless and hungry. The migrant 
deserves our attention as much as the forgotten elderly and even the prisoner, with a 
heart hardened by anger and resentment, deserves respect and dignity.

The Gospel of Life is often hard to swallow, and we would rather keep those we consider 
unclean, different or unfixable in a place by themselves. It is hard to see them with us, 
but they deserve to be. There is far too much violence in this world and the result of that 
violence is the assault on human life. Many are forced to leave the place they call home in 
search of safer ground, finding few if any along the way who will help them. How different 
today’s Gospel story would be if Jesus gave in to what was politically correct at that time. 
The leper would have been turned away and a soul, already beaten down by disease and 
fear, would have experienced an even deeper wound. Jesus wouldn’t have captured much 
attention from anyone, nor would he have mirrored the Father’s compassion and love.

Where do we stand with all of this? Do we at least understand that God’s vision is often 
in conflict with the vision put forth in our world and even the one we advance ourselves? 
There is no doubt that it is incredibly challenging to find a place for everyone at the table. 
This challenge is compounded when the systems of operation and structure that are so 
ingrained in us affirm power and privilege rather than inclusivity and justice. Everything 
really goes askew when the powerful begin to control who is entitled to wholeness and 
inclusion, and greed becomes a driving force. Prejudice and entitlement raise their ugly 
heads and we find ourselves with quite a mess. It’s time to admit that things have been a 
mess for a very long time. The mess needs to be healed, not by erasing it but by allowing 
God to touch it and make it whole. We need to bring God back to the center of life where 
God belongs. There are no easy solutions to the world’s dilemmas. But, knowing that 
wholeness, healing, and dignity are worthy pursuits, we can more confidently labor to 
achieve God’s vision.
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WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained:  

Question:
In today’s digital world, do we really need 
to be face-to-face with a priest to confess 
our sins? Would Facetime or Zoom ever be 
allowed? 

Answer:
The question of whether or not Catholics can 
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation virtually 
(via social media, by phone, or in some other way) 
is a question that has actually been around for 
several years. The recent COVID-19 pandemic 
brought the question back in a new way, especially 
as many parishes were forced to introduce a 
sort of “social distanced” confession, with the 
sacrament being celebrated outdoors. 
In reflecting on this question, however, there are a 
couple points that we want to keep in mind. First, 
as the Code of Canon Law observes in different 
places, the faithful have a right to the sacraments 
of the Church and the Church’s ministers have 
a responsibility to make them accessible. At the 
same time, however, we always have to be sure 
that we respect the nature of the sacraments 
themselves. 
Although modern forms of technology and 
communication can help us in our work of 
evangelization catechesis, the Pontifical Council 
for Social Communication has reminded us 
that, “Virtual reality is no substitute for the 
Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, the 
sacramental reality of the other sacraments, 
and shared worship in a flesh and blood human 
community. There are no sacraments on the 
internet” (The Church and the Internet, no. 9). 
Although our encounters with others on the 
internet and via social media can be considered 
“real” in one sense, in the sacraments we 
encounter Christ in a personal and ecclesial way. 
It is never just a private experience but is always 
grounded in the life of the Church and this means 
that it must truly be personal, including the contact 
between the confessor and the penitent. While the 
convenience or ease of online celebrations might 
be appealing for many reasons, at heart, we always 
want to keep in mind the fullness of the Church’s 
tradition and the meaning of the sacraments. 
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PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
The Unfailing Goodness of God

I have always wondered why Jesus told the cleansed leper not to publicize how he had 
been healed by the Son of God. It’s not that I can’t understand why Jesus would want to 
keep the matter quiet — after all, he knew that as soon as people heard, he would be 
mobbed with requests for healings, and his movements restricted. 

What gets me is the fact that Jesus simply must have realized the leper would not listen 
to him. Why give someone a command you know they will ignore? It’s a complicated 
question, and when I reflect on it, I can’t help but connect it to another equally 
complicated question: why does God, all-good and all-knowing, allow bad things to 
happen?

Yes, God is all-good and all-knowing. So when He gives us free will, He knows what we will 
do with it. However, He is also all-powerful. He can and will bring good from any situation, 
any tragedy, or even any instance where someone ignores Him.

Was it a sin for this leper to do other than what Jesus had said? That’s a heavy question 
for a Sunday morning! But it’s plain to see that, even though this man ignored Jesus’ 
command, God still used his actions. How many were brought to Christ because of the 
news spread by this leper!

As someone trying to live out a stewardship way of life, what is God requesting of you 
right now?

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

LITURGICAL LIFE

RESPONDINGCallto the



SUPPORT OUR  
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help 
during these difficult times!

Please show your support for 
your parish by also supporting our 
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week 
without them, and right now they 
need your help more than ever. Please 
encourage and remind others to show 
their support and shop local during 
these hard times!
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture
First Reading:   
Ancient Israel isolated those with leprosy fearing the disease would spread to others. In what 
way can this be seen as a form of compassion?   

Second Reading:  
Paul places a high value on avoiding unnecessary conflict. Why do you think this is an 
important virtue for a Christian? 

Gospel:  
The man healed of leprosy disobeyed Jesus’ command not to share with others what had 
happened. Why do you think the man did so?

A leper came to 
Jesus and kneeling down 
begged him and said, “If 
you wish, you can make 
me clean.” Moved with 

pity, he stretched out his 
hand, touched him, and 
said to him, “I do will it. 

Be made clean.”

- Mk 1:40-41
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  

©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD
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LITURGICAL LIFE
He said to him, 

“See that you tell 
no one anything, 

but go, show 
yourself to the 
priest and offer 

for your cleansing 
what Moses 

prescribed; that 
will be proof for 
them.” The man 
went away and 

began to publicize 
the whole matter. 

He spread the 
report abroad 
so that it was 
impossible for 
Jesus to enter a 

town openly. 

- Mk 1:44-45b

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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SHAMROCK STAGE COACH
For Your Busing Needs     Drivers Needed. Will Train.

347 Main St., Keansburg
    CHARLIE HOCKEY - President 732-787-1113

  (Owner-inactive)

DAVID J. FOLEY
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
274 Main Street, Keansburg

(732) 495-6500     Fax: (732) 495-3300

Newly Renovated
Jacqueline M. Ryan
Home For Funerals

Family Owned and Operated Since 1947

Manager: Alicia Kedz Sarin • NJ Lic. # 4062 • Fax: 732-495-7373
732-787-1177

233 Carr Avenue, Keansburg

Now  a third generation to serve the community with the
compassion and care that has become the 

Ryan Family Hallmark.
Specializing in:

Personal Attention • Pre-Arrangements • Payment Plans

Grand Opening
Keansburg Family Dental

Senior Citizen Discounts
Visit our new Modern Office Digital X-Rays

Up to 90% less radiation
Most Insurances Accepted Office Hours By Appointment

Tel (732) 945-8283 365 Carr Ave. Keansburg, NJ 07734

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service
• French Drains • Foundation Repair

• Mold Remediation
All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777
morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Morgan
basement waterproofing

Michael Pavone, Owner/Manager www.shorepointfh.com
NJ License #4556

3269 Route 35 North • Hazlet 732-203-9200

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED • 4 GENERATIONS OF EXPERIENCE

PREARRANGEMENT & PREPAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

6LJQ�XS�KHUH�
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!
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www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!
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'ROW�IN�YOUR�FAITH�
FIND�A�-ASS��AND

CONNECT�WITH�YOUR
#ATHOLIC�#OMMUNITY

WITH�/NE0ARISH�

Download Our Free App or Visit
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If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
�Ambulance
�Police  �Fire
�Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

'EXLSPMG�'VYMWIW�ERH�8SYVW�ERH�8LI�%TSWXPIWLMT
SJ�XLI�7IE�SJ�XLI�9RMXIH�7XEXIW�SJ�%QIVMGE
;ake `our -AITH ON A 16<95,@�
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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